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Before YOU decide

a few helpful

facts to consider

and a few false
claims

(1) Many residents want to know why the city
needs a transit site. The Labour Government
requires all local authorities to make provision
for travellers.

(2] A Council Scrutiny Committee
consisting of Conservative, Labour and Lib
Dem councillors recommended establishing
a Transit Site, which travellers could use for not
more than 3 months of the year, as the best way
of meeting the need.

© Councils that set up a Transit site will be
able to use extra powers to move travellers
from illegal encampments.

(4] There are an average of 25 illegal
encampments each year in Southampton,
costing around £100,000 of Council Taxpayers
money.

(5] There have been 9 illegal
encampments in Swaythling over the past 3
years.

(6] Until the end of February, there is a
Government fund to meet the costs of
establishing a Transit site.

(7] A well managed Transit site, with
proper facilities, will save money, reduce
mess, protect more sensitive sites, and
enable supervision.

(8] The Conservatives agree Southampton
needs a Transit site — they a just not prepared to
be honest about where such a site might get
planning permission and Government funding.

(1) The Conservatives have proposed, at
the last minute, that the Transit Site be located
alongside the Council’s Permanent Travellers
Site at Kane’s Hill. They know this is not
possible. The present site is fully occupied
with a waiting list, and expansion would have
no prospect of planning permission.

® The Conservatives claim they were not
consulted. This is untrue. A confidential
briefing was held for all councillors, with
senior Conservatives present, at which the
full list of sites investigated was revealed.

©® A ‘residents meeting’, announced by
anonymous circular, turned out to be a
Conservative led meeting, ‘chaired’ by a
Tory councillor with no connections with
Swaythling.

®  Other anonymous circulars have been
full of inaccurate claims — for example: ‘The
Council...specifically mention that one of the
reasons this area was selected was its
proximity to local residential property.’

All the Council’s statements make it perfectly
clear that one of the reasons is that this site is
furthest from residents and businesses.

WHAT LOCAL RESIDENTS SAY
ABOUT KANE’S HILL TENANTS

Our travellers are as good as gold. ‘There’s no
problem with travellers here at all.” Thornhill
residents on Kanes Hill caravan site, quoted in
‘The Echo’.

Please send us your views
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Which Location ?

Which factors should be most important in deciding the location for a transit site? (Please put as many as
you wish in order of importance, I — 2 — 3 etc.)

Distance from homes Distance from businesses  Cost Ability
to be screened Traffic management Safety
Prospect of Government funding Environmental impact

Other (please specify)

Should the Council cut down on illegal
encampments by establishing a Transit site in
Southampton? (please tick one option)

If it is the site most likely to gain Planning con-
sent and Government funding, would a well-
managed and landscaped site at Monks Brook
O Yes be acceptable? (please tick one option) ¥

O No O Yes

O Don’tknow O No
O Don’t know

What alternatives would you suggest? Which of the following parties are you most
likely to vote for in the next City Elections?
(please tick one option)
Householder 1 & 2
- Lib Dem
Lib Dem or Labour
Lib Dem or Conservative
Labour
Conservative
Green
Other
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Keeping Updated

Sandra Gidley MP
Fa > 01794 511900
& o

erry Holden Brown
0845 3453968

I would like to help keep residents updated on this
issue and can help them by:

O Delivering FOCUS newsletters in my road
(It takes only 30-40 minutes to deliver every 6-8
weeks.)

O Making a donation (cheques payable to
‘Southampton Liberal Democrats’)

O Helping out with clerical work at home

O Helping survey fellow residents in my area

Anne Work
80550434
Cllr Anne Milton
CllIr.a.milton@southampton.gov.uk
Cllr Dave Beckett
Cllr.d.beckett@southampton.gov.uk
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